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FOREWORD
Thank you for purchasing this Nikon product. We hope you enjoy
the Nikon N4004, and we're sure it will make photography a
bigger part of your life. For the first time eve( we are incorporat-
ing Nikon's exclusive Decision Master System, a complete system
that integrates camera and lens computers to give you automatic
control of all picture taking operations, and makes the Nikon
N4004 an absolute joy to use.

Get to know your N4004, but before using it, be sure to read
this manual thoroughly.

Nikon cannot be held responsible for malfunction resulting
from the use of the camera other than as specif ied in this manual.

Your Nikon camera requires precise electronic and mechanical matching
between component products such as lenses and electronic flash. Nikon
brand lenses and electronic flash units are made to Nikon's factory specifica-
tions and will operate properly and in accordance with the Nikon Limited
Warranty that was provided with your products.
Damage to your Nikon product, as a result of malfunction or improper con-
nections, caused by the use of Non-|iikon brand products, is not covered
under the terms of the Nikon Limibd Warranty and will void the Nikon
warranty.



NOMENCLATURE
Focusing ring

Lens (AF Zoom-Nikkor 35 - 70 mm f/3.3 - 4.5)
Distance scale

Distance scale window

Focal length scale

Aperture indexes

Aperture ring

Meter coupling ridge

Distance/focal length index line

Zoom ring

Aperture scale

Minimum aperture lock

AF contacts

Self-timer indicator LED

AEL (Auto Exposure Lock) button

Aperture coupling lever

Handgrip

Battery ohamber

Minimum aperture lever

AF coupling

Tripod socket

AF contacts

Lens mounting index

Lens release button

Focus mode selector

Camera back lock release

Lens release pin

Lens mounting flange

4

Rellex mirror
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Eyepiece cover DK.S

Flash lock-release buttons Shutter speed dial

Accessory shoe

Camera strap eyelet

Self-timer button

Film plane indicator

Film cartridge confirmation window

Camera back

Shutter release button

Film rewind button

Camera strap eyelet

Frame counter

Film rewind lever

Film advance indicator

Aperture dial



12mm-dia. central area

Focus brackets

Focus indicator LED

Film sprocket

Viewfinder eyepiece

Film rewind fork

DX contacts

Film cartridge chamber

Shutter curtains

Film guide rails

o

lnside Viewfinder

Clear matte field

Exposure indicator LEDs

Flash ready-light

Film take-up spool

Film pressure roller

Film leader index

Battery chamber lock release

Film pressure plate

www.orphancameras.com



BASIC OPERATION
MOUNTING THE LENS

Twist lens counterclockwise until it
securely clicks into place.

e * s & s q # # s #.p 4:! I & & &. & w & * 4'! 4* {} # s

To remove
Do not push lens release button
except when removing lens.

Set lens to its smallest aperture
(largest f-number), then turn
minimum aperture lock to lock
position.

The N4004 is designed for use
with AF Nikkor lenses, except AF-
Nikkor B0mm Il2.B,200mm f/3.5
lF-ED, and Autofocus Converter
TC-16/TC-164. For limited use of
non-AF Nikkor lenses, see page
49.
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With the N4004, all aperture tr
setting operations are performed fl
using the aperture dial on the s
camera body. Do not move lens' $
aperture ring once it is set to &
its smallest aperture (largest ;
f-number). &
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LOADING

Insert f i lm cartridge.Slide down camera back lock release
to open camera bact<.

Pull f i lm leader out to red index mark.
t

{& @ {lr @ S S 4& {$ S & # & S * S & * S 6 i:l& # 6 & S {$
& f f i

fr . Use only DX-coded film. $
e . Usable film speed range for s

$ DX-coded film is ISO 25 to 5000. ff
* o All non-DX-coded films are &

fr automatically set to ISO '100. 
;

* .Avoid loading/unloading in dtrect &

fr sunl ight. ;
& $lt
q *

4 n e
s &
& w
s & & 1iF & & * w & s # s 4F +F & # * * * S 6 S * # @
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Check to make sure film is positioned
properly, with no slack.

Close camera back and confirm lock-
release snaDs closed.

Fully depress shutter release button
tb automatically advance film to
frame "1."
Observe film advance indicator rota-
tion to confirm proper film installation
and transoort.



BASIC SHOOTING
The Nikon N4004 offers both auto
and manual focusing. lt also gives
you three auto exposure modes-
program auto, aperture-priority auto,
shutter-priority auto-plus manual
exoosure control.
The following instructions are for
autofocus shooting in program auto
exposure mode with an AF Nikkor
lens. Program mode is the easiest to
use and most automatic exposure
mode.
For details about other focusing
methods and exposure modes, see
pages 18 to 21 and 24 to 29,
respectively.

" Confirm lens is set to smallest
: aperture (largest f-number); if
I lens is incorrectly set, the
"" shutter release locks and +
. and - LEDs bl ink alternately.

Set shutter speed dial to A, and
aoerture dial to S.

Set focus mode selector to A
(butofocus).
lf the lens in use has an A-M switch,
set the switch to A.

3?

+

When both A and S are set,
program auto mode is in
ooeration.

Aim camera at the subject.
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Position the viewfinder focus
brackets on the main subject.

Lightly press the shutter release
button.

Confirm the green focus indicator
tED t and the red exposure
indicator LED o l ight up.

* . l t  focus indicator LED bl inks,
,' see page 20.
f . l t  subject moves and the focusing
,, distance changes, refocus by
L briefly removing finger from
* shutter release button and lighfly
i pressing again to reactivate
a autofocus function
r;

€i

;
{i

1) o blinks Picture btur possibility (shutter speed is 1/30 sec. or
slower). Use tripod to avoid camera shake, or use built-in
TTL flash or accessory Nikon speedlight to synchronize
shutter speed at 1/100 sec.

Z) + llgnts up* Overexposure warning. Too bright-very rare condition;
use film with lower ISO soeed.

3) - lights up* Underexposure warning. Too dark-use built-in flash or

4) J bl inks
accessory Nikon speedlight.
Use bui l t- in TTL f lash or accessory Nikon speedlight.

iE
:tt

" Shutter is locked.
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1. Push flash lock release
buttons to release built-in flash.

2. Lightly press shutter release
button to turn on the N4004.

Check to make sure subject is
within proper flash shooting range
for film speed in use. lf subject is
beyond flash shooting range,
ready-light LED blinks for approx.
3 sec. after releasing the shutter.
For details, see page 40.

Fully depress shutter release button
to take picture. This automatically
advances film by one frame.

6 " n * F * 4 p 6 *

. Upon shutter release, the expo-
sure indicator LED(s)turns off
approx. 2 sec. after you remove
your f inger from the button.

. l f  camera detects abnormali ty
during f i lm advance, the self-
t imer indicator LED l ights up for
a few seconds. lf this happens,
set the shutter speed dial to L
(lock), then proceed as usual.3. Wait a few seconds for ready-

light to come on, then shoot.

s!
s

s
s
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s
s
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*
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REWINDINGFILM

Film advance stops automatically at
end of roll, and self-t imer indicator ,
LED lights up for a few seconds.

While sliding fi lm rewind lever, push
the film rewind button.

After rewinding stops (automatic),
'conflrm fi lm frame counter has
returned to "S".

Open camera back and remove film
cartridge.

lf you do not rewind the film when
you come to the end of the roll,
each time the shutter release
button is depressed, the self-timer
indicator LED l ights up for a few
seconds to remind you to rewind
it.

t 3



FOCUS
AUTOFOCUS
In autofocus mode, the shutter cannot be
released unti l  the subject is correctly
Jocused, and once in focus, the focus is
locked as long as the shutter release
button remains l ightly pressed.

1. Center the focus brackets on the subject and lightly press the
shutter release button.

2. Confirm the focus indicator LED lights
up.

t o

Taking Pictures with an Off-Genter Main Subiect

3. Keeping the shutter release button lightly pressed, recompose
and ful ly depress the shutter release button.
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Autofocusing with AF llluminator
l f  exist ing l ight is insuff icient for autofocus operation:
1. Mount Nikon Autofocus Speedlight SB-22/SB-20 on the

N4004's accessory shoe.
2. Lightly press the shutter release button.
3. The speedlight's AF illuminator lights up to start autofocus

operation. For detai ls, see speedlight instruct ion manual.



MANUAL FOCUS WITH ELECTRONIC FOCUSING CONFIRMATION

1. Set focus mode selector to M (manual).
lf the lens in use has an A-M switch, set
the switch to M.

2. Look inside vewfinder and center the
focus brackets on the main subject.

4. Keeping the shutter release button lightly pressed, watch the focus indicator LED in
the viewfinder and rotate the lens focusing r ing manually unti l  the focus indicator
LED l ights up.

1 B

5. Fully depress the shutter release
button.

3. Lightly press the shutter release button.
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MANUAL FOCUS USING CLEAR MATTE FIELD

1. Set the focus mode selector to M
(manual ) .

2. Focus subject using the clear matte f ield



SPECIAL FOCUSING SITUATIONS
Autofocus operat ion and electronic focusing conf i rmat ion
depend upon the general  l ight ing of  the scene, subject  contrast
and detai ls ,  and other technical  poin is Under certa in condi t ions,
the automat ic focusing system/electronic focusing conf i rmat ion
may exper ience di f f  icul ty  In these c i rcumstances,  we recom-
mend you focus manual ly  using the c lear matte f ie ld
Focus inci icator  LED bl inks or  d isappears wi th the fo l lowing
sub jec ts .

1) Very dark subject
Focus manually, or for autofocus, focus on another, brighter
subject located at the same distance, or use accessory Nikon
Autofocus Speedlight SB-20 or SB-22. (tlo other flash unit
can be used ) ,- ' r

2) Low-contrast subject
Focus manual ly ,  or  for  autofocus,  focus on another subject
located at  the same distance-but  wi th more contrast-unt i l
the green focus indicator  LED appears

20 www.orphancameras.com



In the following situations, ignore focus-indicator LED and focus
manually using the clear matte field.
1) Wnen shooting the fol lowing:

o Very bright subject with shiny surface, such as silver or
a luminum.

o Strongly backlit subject.
. Scene with subiects located at different distances.

2) Wfren using a polarizing fi lter. (Circular polarizing fi lter can
be used for autofocus operation.)3) Subject with no vertical lines

Turn the camera sideways to focus, or focus manually. You
may also select autofocus, then focus on another subject
with vertical l ines located at the same distance.

21
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EXPOSU

Exposure control consists of two parts-aperture control and
shutter speed control. The aperture works basically the same
way as the iris of the human eye and controls the amount of
l ight passing through the lens. The shutter, located in the
camera body, varies the amount of light admitted to the film by
opening and closing at different speeds. Together, these two
controls determine the amount of l ight that str ikes the f i lm,
resulting in exposure control.
Using the N4004's shutter speed and aperture dials, you can
select three different automatic exposure control modes and
one manual mode.

Shutter Speed Dial and Aperture Dial
Always set dials at click-stop positions-never in-between.

Shutter Speed Dial

Lock shutter release/
turn off power

Shutter speed settings
(1 -  1/2000 sec.)

Aperture Dial

Aperture settings
( i l1 4-32)

Shutter speed dial Aperture dial Exposure mode

A J Program auto

1 -2000 D Shutter-priority auto

A 1 4 - 3 2 Apertu re-priority auto

B, 1 -2000 1 4 - 3 2 Manual
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PROGRAM AUTO EXPOSURE MODE
Program auto is the easiest exposure mode to use, since it
controls both aperture and shutter operation. The N4004's micro-
computer automatically sets the best combination of shutter
speed and lens aperture, and matches these with the correct
dual program (normal or high speed) for the lens in use. Normal
program is selected for lenses with focal lengths shorter than
135mm. High-speed program is selected for lenses with longer
focal lengths to reduce the possibi l i ty of blurred pictures due to
subject movement or camera shake. With zoom lenses, either
normal or high-speed program wil l  be selected, depending on
the focal length setting.

The EV (Exposure Value) chart demonstrates the dif ference
between the N4004's normal and high-speed programs. Follow
either colored l ine to where i t  intersects a diagonal l ine. This
shows the combination of aperture (vert ical l ine) and shutter
speed (horizontal l ine). For example, at a brightness of EV1O,
the N4004 selects Il2.B and 1/'125 sec. with AF 1B0mm f/2.8
lens at ISO 100, or f /4 and 1/60 sec. with an AF SOmm f/ '1.4
lens at ISO 100.

Dual program chart

f / 1 . 4

n

2 . 8

(Shutter speed)

- Normal program (with AF 50mm f/1.4 lens at ISO 100)
High-speed program (with AF 180mm f/2.8 lens at ISO 100)

q)

:  5 . 6
o

s o 8

22
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SHUTTER.PRIORITY AUTO EXPOSURE MODE
This mode lets you choose shutter speeds manually, so you can freeze the action with
sharp, clear outlines using fast shutter speeds, or create motion effects by choosing
slower shutter speeds. The N4004's microcomputer automatically selects the correct
aperture to match the shutter speed you set.

1. Set aperture dial to S.

speed

speed

2. Set shutter soeed dial to desired soeed.
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3. Look inside viewfinder and lightly press the shutter release
button.

l f  exposure indicator LED O does not l ight up:

4. When the exposure indicator LED l ights up, ful ly depress the
shutter release button. r

+ lights up* Select a higher shutter speed

lights up* Select a slower shutter speed, or use built-in flash or
speedlight

* /- blink alternately* Set lens to its smallest aperture settino

+ l- disappear' Shutter dial is set to "8"; select other oosit ion
* Shutter is locked.
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APERTURE.PRIORITY EXPOSURE MODI
The N4004's microcomputer automatically selects the correct shutter speed to match
the aperture you set. This is the recommended mode when depth of field is your prime
consideration. To create softer, less distinct backgrounds, as in portraitures, use wider
apertures. For overal l  sharp, clear pictures, such as scenic photography, use smaller
aoenures

At wide aperture

1. Set shutter speed dial to A.

2. Set aoerture dial to desired f-number.

At small aperture
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3. Look inside v iewf inder and l ight ly  press shutter release button.

j.' il *: $ :[] il;,i *; ri, .i di: ir! Ii d. dF'o d if * q, 1:9,s g, 1f lp * s 3: +; s € 6 6

: :  l f  exposure indicator LED does not l ight up:

4. When the exposure indicator LED t ights up, ful ly depress the
shutter release button. !

;1 ;A t6 sii ,; 'ti liJ iii rb d, !j! *i\ s s, * rs sj q9 ,g er ers ,€r q! + ,p + '-.9 $. ql {b 4l s {* si {} rg qt {+ lp rfi *j li *

* f t

I '{ lf aperture dial is set beyond
;* * lens'aperture range,

|; fr aperture is automatically
, ' .  adjusted to minimum or
* X maximum sett ing, which-
€r  $  wt  ' '  -  

. s :

& s ever is nearest, and correct 6,

I ][ shutter speed is selected ;
d! $1 aCCOrdingly €,

blinks Picture blur possibi l i ty (shutter speed is 1/30 sec. or
slower). Select faster aperture sett ing (smaller f-number),
or use a triood to avoid camera shake

lights up* Select slower aperture setting (larger f-number)

lights up* Select a faster aperture sett ing, or use bui l t- in f lash or
speedlight

bl ink alternately'  Set lens to i ts smallest aperture sett ing.

s
B: s* .29 ::g {9 ,p *} i+ rH .9, It

.  Shut ter  is  locked
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MANUAL EXPOSURE MODE
In manual exposure mode, both shutter
speed and aperture can be set manually
according to the desired effect. Use fast
shutter speeds to stop the action, slower
speeds to create motion effects or less
dist inct outl ines. Manually sett ing the
exposure mode also lets you control
depth of field, either by softening the
background so the main subject of the
picture stands out, or by creating overall
uniform sharoness.

1. Set shutter soeed dial to desired soeed. 2. Set aoerture dial to desired f-number.

3. With your eye on the viewfinder, lightly press the shutter release button
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4. Rotate either shutter speed dial or aoerture
UO

dial  unt i l  exposure indicator  LED l ights 5. Fully depress the shutter release
hrtton.

*or - LED l ights up in the fol lowing cases*:
ure warn ing +1EV-

+ OOverexposure warn ing +t /3EV- +tEV
ct exposure -  1 /3EV-  +  1 /3EV

O -Underexposure warn ing - tEV-  - t l3EV

Underexposure warning -1EV
* Shutter does not lock in any of these cases.

l f  aperture dial is set be- , ;
yond lens 'aper ture range,  :
aperture rs automatical ly :
adjusted to minimum or ,"
maximum sett ing, which- ;
ever is nearest. :'

29




